Kern Attic Addition
Silverlake, Los Angeles, CA

KERN ATTIC

This project is a simple renovation of
an attic in Silverlake, California. The
attic was severely damaged by a winter
storm, when a large portion of the
roof collapsed. One concept that was
important in this design was the idea that
the original attic and its infrastructure
continue to be evident within the new
design. One method that was used to
achieve this was by carefully allowing
the structure of the original attic to
read through the design. This was
accomplished by using masonite as wall
and ceiling panels and then using batons
as a way of revealing the underlying
structure. The original skylight that was
constructed of plywood was replaced
with an aluminum and glass version.
This skylight not only lights the attic and
the rooms below during the day, but also
at night a similar effect is achieved by
the placement of artificial lights around
the skylight. The same vapor proof light
fixtures are used throughout the space
for simplicity and safety. Two exhaust
vents that come through the attic are
framed-out to serve as two abstract
totems within the room. The different
patterns, on the floor, the masonite
panels, the batons, the columns and
the lights form a spatial and visual
tartan. The overall effect of the room
is one of a surreal miniature hypostyle
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This project is an addition for a house
in Silverlake, California. Early concepts
for the renovation were inspired by the
previous renovation to the second floor
office that was executed during the
1930s. Proportions and materiality are
the central themes to this 400 square
foot multipurpose room. A storage wall
runs the length of one side opposite
an all-glass wall that opens into the
cascading garden beyond.
The
concrete floor continues to the outside
terrace while the copper clad walls
fold into the interior in order to blur the
division between interior and exterior.
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